EPISTEMOLOGY (PHiL20009)

TIME AND PLACE: Tuesdays 16:10-17:00, Lecture Theatre 2.

L ecturer: loannis Votsis

E-mail: i.votsis@bristol.ac.uk

Office hours (Room B37): Wednesdays 11:00-12:00
Thursdays 17:00-18:00

Tutors:. Amir Karbasizadeh
Huginn Thorsteinsson
David Walker

Epistemology is the philosophical investigationkabwledge, belief and a cluster of
properties our beliefs have or should have: justtfon, rationality, warrant,
coherence, reliability and truth. We will investigathe nature of our beliefs and
belief-forming capacities, asking a variety of dimss: What relations do our beliefs
stand in to the world, and to each other? Whatiogia do they stand in to other
items, such as our perceptual states or our evolaty past? Which of these relations
determine whether a token belief is knowledge? &&shn relation to our answers to
these questions we will be able to say what knogéeid, how much knowledge we
have, if any, and which methods can potentiallygase our knowledge.

Essential Textbook
Kim, J. and E. Sosa (eds.) (20@&pistemology: An Anthology, Oxford: Blackwell.

Recommended Textbook
Greco, J. and E. Sosa (eds.) (199%) Blackwell Guide to Epistemology, Oxford:
Blackwell.

Workload:
Two essays plus coursework for seminar. Suggestayd¢opics will be distributed in
the next few weeks.

BA: The article can be found in the Kim and Sosthalogy.
BG: The article can be found in the Greco and $osde.

1. THE NATURE OF JUSTIFICATION

Essential Reading:
L. Bonjour ‘The Dialectic of Foundationalism andh@&oentism’ (BG)

Further Reading:

A. Morton Guide Through the Theory of Knowledge, chs. 1 and 2

E. Sosa ‘The Raft and the Pyramid’ (BA)

J. Dancyintroduction to Contemporary Epistemology, ch.4 and ch.5.1
S. HeatheringtoKnowledge Puzzes, chs. 22 and 23



2. DEFINING KNOWLEDGE I: Inferences and Defeaters

Essential Reading:
E. Gettier ‘Is Knowledge Justified True Belief?’AB
P. Klein ‘A Proposed Definition of Propositional &wledge’ (BA)

Further Reading:

L. Zagzabski ‘What is Knowledge?’ (BG)

M. Kaplan (1985) ‘It's Not What you Know that CoshtJournal of Philosophy.

J. Dancyintroduction to Contemporary Epistemology, ch.2

E. Sosa (1964) ‘The Analysis of “Knowing that p’Analysis.

S. HeatheringtoiKnowledge Puzzes, chs. 5, 9-11

G. Harman ‘Selections from Thought’ (BA)

K. Lehrer and T. Paxson (1969) ‘Knowledge: Undeddatustified True Belief’,
Journal of Philosophy

3. DEFINING KNOWLEDGE I1: Causes and Reliability

Essential Reading:
A. Goldman ‘What is Justified Belief?’ (BA) - Rehdity

Further Reading:

Causation:

A. Goldman (1967) ‘A Causal Theory of Knowindgurnal of Philosophy.
S. HeatheringtoKnowledge Puzzes, ch. 8

Reliability:

R. Feldman (1985) ‘Reliability and Justificatiofihe Monist.

R. Brandom (1998) ‘Insights and Blindspots of Realiam’, The Monist.
S. HeatheringtoiKnowledge Puzzles, chs. 6 and 7

E. Connee and R. Feldman ‘ The Generality ProbemiReliabilism’ (BA)

4. DEFINING KNOWLEDGE I11: Tracking the Truth

Essential Reading:
R. Nozick ‘Knowledge and Skepticism’ (BA)

Further Reading:

A. Goldman (1976) ‘Discrimination and Perceptuabihedge’,Journal of
Philosophy.

E. CraigKknowledge and the State of Nature, ch. 3

S. Luper-Foy ‘Introduction’The Possibility of Knowledge.

R. Fumerton ‘Nozick’s Epistemology’ in Luper-Foylse Possibility of Knowledge.

J. Dancyintroduction to Contemporary Epistemology, ch.3

5. INTERNALISM VS . EXTERNALISM
Essential Reading:

H. Kornblith (1989) ‘Introspection and Misdirectiprustralasian Journal of
Philosophy, vol. 67: 410-422.



Further Reading:

R. Foley ‘Skepticism and Rationality’ (BA)

L. Bonjour and E. Sosapistemic Justification.

D. Papineatrhilosophical Naturalism, ch. 5

R. Brandom (1998) ‘Insights and Blindspots of Realiam’, The Monist.

6. REJECTING THE COUNTEREXAMPLES

Essential Reading:
S. Heatherington (1998) ‘Actually KnowindPhilosophical Quarterly.

Further Reading:

T. Williamson (1995) ‘Is Knowing a State of MindMind.

T. WilliamsonKnowledge and its Limits, chs. 1 and 2

B. Weatherson (2003) ‘What Good are Counterexarh i osophical Sudies.

7.NATURALIZING EPISTEMOLOGY

Essential Reading:
J. Kim ‘What is “Naturalized Epistemology”?’ (BA)

Further Reading:

W.V.O Quine ‘Epistemology Naturalized’ (BA)

D. Papineatrhilosophical Naturalism, ch. 5

H. Kornblith Knowledge and its Place in Nature, chs. 1 and 2

T. Williamson (1995) ‘Is Knowing a State of MindMind.

M. Sainsbury (1997) ‘Easy Possibilitie®hil. and Phenomenological Research.

8. SCEPTICISM

Essential Reading:
P. Unger ‘An Argument for Skepticism’ (BA)

Further Reading:

B. Stroud ‘The Problem of the External World’ (BA)

G.E. Moore ‘Proof of an External World’ (BA)

F. Dretske (1970) ‘Epistemic Operatorddurnal of Philosophy
S. HeatheringtoiKnowledge Puzzles, chs. 18 and 19

9. CONTEXTUALISM

Essential Reading:
K. DeRose ‘Solving the Sceptical Problem’ (BA)

Further Reading:

K. DeRose ‘Contextualism, an Explanation and Dede(B8G)

D. Lewis ‘Elusive Knowledge’ (BA)

S. Cohen ‘Contextualist Solutions to EpistemologRrablems’ (BA)
S. Cohen (2000) ‘Contextualism and Skepticidanijosophical Issues.
S. HeatheringtoiKnowledge Puzzes, ch. 24



10. INTUITIONSAND THEIR ROLE IN DEFINING KNOWLEDGE

Essential Reading:
H. Kornblith Knowledge and its Place in Nature, ch. 1

Further Reading:

G. Bealer ‘The Incoherence of Empiricism’, in S. §dar and R. Warner (eds.),
Naturalism: A Critical Appraisal.

R. Cummins ‘Reflection on Reflective Equilibriuniy, M. DePaul and W. Ramsey
(eds.)Rethinking Intuition: The Psychology of Intuition and its Role in
Philosophical Inquiry.

F. Spicer ‘Knowledge and the Heuristics of Folkgkemology’ in V.F. Hendricks
and D.H. Pritchard (edsNew Waves in Epistemology, forthcoming.

S. StichThe Fragmentation of Reason: Preface to a Pragmatic Theory of Cognitive
Evaluation, ch. 4

B. Weatherson (2003) ‘What Good are Counterexarhghd osophical Sudies.



