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In this talk, | examine when and why we should trust scientific theories. | start off by
considering a number of methods for deciding when to trust beliefs in the context of
everyday life. | then compare these methods to those utilised in the context of science.
It turns out that despite some differences there are plenty of common practices
towards good believing in the two contexts. Indeed in various cases it can be argued
that the practices of science are more stringent versions of those we employ in
everyday life. At least with respect to these cases then one cannot endorse (either
explicitly or implicitly) the validity of everyday life practices but reject the analogous
ones in science.



